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The Honorable Sonny McCoy i
Mayor of Monros County |
530 Whitchead Street i :
Key West, FL 33040 ‘

Dear Mayor McCoy:

The Florida Department of Transportation has been working on a Project Development &
Environment Study to evaluate possible improvements to the Old Seven Mile Bridge
(OEMB) from Knight Kev to Plgeon Key. This study was inifated in 2002 10 determineg
what feasible means were available to repair the OSMB and maintain access lo Pigeon

Kev. In addition, impacts to the historic resource were eomsidered and compared a3 part

of the svaluation,

In 1986, the Florida Legisiature passed House Bl Noo 217 that instructed the
Department to fransfer the Old iw}@ Bridges to the Board of Trustees of the Internal
Improvement Trust Fand. In 1998, this law was amended to exclude thiz two mile

portion of the OSMB from the ‘irmégf@z:

In reviewing the law and owr fﬁsiﬁﬁmz?};%ﬁ% a5 stated in Chapler 86-304, we have
determined that needed improvements to this bridge could ’%}-z?: Lindted (o accommodating
the Florida Keys Overseas Heritage Trail (FKOHT) as such: the alternative we wouid
recommend for implementation is Alernative 3b (See Aftachment). This alternative
would accommodate a 14 foot clear bridge deck for pedestrians and bicycles only. The
present day cost of this option is estimated to be approximately $25.3M. However, for
ﬁ';z, CROET Master Plan to be fulfilled, the Florda Department of Environmental
?x}%%iws (FDEF) would have to repair the remaining five miles of the OSME and
+ high-level or moveable bridge crossing at Mosier's Channel,

eﬁa& sedesirian and bloyvole

The cout of Alternative 3B s substantial given 1t wall ¢ ﬁ.%;, ;;s OV
m s identified o make

arcess to Pigeon Key, In addition, the "*fﬁ?ﬁ? has no fun
the mp mwm@@%i Ef s ﬁi‘ ;o oatabiish the ’”%u? T on ﬁ"ﬁ’ ather five miles of the
OSMB. As 2 result, this pr *u.:i does not appear o serve o clear ransportation purpose.
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The Honorable Sonny McCoy
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Page Two

However, the Department is prepared to enter into a Joint Participation Agresment for
this project with Monroe County for & 50/50 funding arrangement for Alternative 3b, I
the County carmot commit fo allocating funds for the projest by May 1, 2006, e
Department will select the No-Build option and place the bridge out of service when it
becomes a risk to public safety. We simply cannot allocate additional funds into a non-
transportation project.

We ook forward to our continued partnership and stand ready 1o assist Monrog County in
implementing this project.

DISthy

cor Mr Tom Willl, County Administrator, Monros County
Secretary Collesn Castille, Department of Environmental Protection
Mr. Bob Ballard, Asst. Secretary, Department of FEnvironmental Profection
My, Johnny Martinez, Secretary, District 6
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